Primary oat cell (neuroendocrine) carcinoma of the breast. Report of four cases.
Four cases of oat cell (neuroendocrine) carcinoma of the breast are reported. Three patients died within 15 months of the diagnosis and the fourth patient is alive after 44 months. Histochemical, ultrastructural and mRNA markers of endocrine differentiation were present in three cases. These tumours show histological similarities to breast metastases of bronchial oat cell carcinoma, but a distinguishing feature is the presence of in situ ductal lesions. It appears that the breast is a further site which has to be added to the long list of extrapulmonary oat cell carcinomas.